Removing bronchial secretions. Intratracheal suction and related measures.
Intratracheal suction is a proved adjunct in the maintenance of normal homeostasis of the tracheobronchial tree after major abdominal and thoracic operations. A sound understanding of the principles and techniques of intratracheal suction and intelligent use at appropriate intervals are primarily the responsibility of the nursing staff. If intratracheal suction is ineffective, other measures must be employed, including bronchoscopy or tracheostomy.